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Dear Member,

We hope you had a great Easter holiday and are 
now well rested and ready to participate in all 
the events we have planned for you in the next 
few weeks.

Last month our President, Stephen Smith, along 
with other Chamber members joined Peña Ni-
eto’s State Visit to the UK (p. 7) and participat-
ed in the trade mission to Aberdeen. We are 
pleased to report that the trip was very suc-
cessful and the Chamber was very well repre-
sented by those who attended.

Over the past few weeks we have had the 
chance to participate in and host an array of 
great events that we hope you enjoyed. On the 
11th of March we held a breakfast-conference 
entitled “The Importance of Branding” in col-
laboration with Eurocam and our members 
Santamarina & Steta (p. 4), on the same day 

we joined other Chambers to commemorate In-
ternational Women’s Day 2015, which this year 
had the theme “Make it Happen”, in a cocktail-
conference with three executive women who 
talked about female leadership and women in 
Mexican top management (p. 5). Also, on the 
25th of March we hosted a breakfast-conference 
to discuss the topic of green sustainable cities 
(p. 6).

Enjoy this issue of the Chamber News! 
We look forward to seeing you soon,
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HUMAN CAPITAL AND THE 
ENERGY REFORM
CHALLENGES IN TRAINING 
AND CERTIFICATION

Hotel Marquis Reforma

22nd April 2015
7:45 am

Event focused on the challenges in HR in 
Mexico’s post-reform energy sector with 
national and international speakers from the 
University of Pemex, Shell, UNAM, SENER, 
Government of Tabasco, Energy Delta Institute 
and the UK Universities Quality Assurance 
Agency (QAA).

Members: $600.00
Non-members: $720.00

BULLYING AT SCHOOL AND 
WORK
Camino Real Hotel

29th April 2015
8:00 am

With experts from the education and HR 
sectors
*more details available soon

Members: $590.00
Non-members: $700.00



Lic. José Pablo Pérez Zea, Managing 
Partner at Santamarina & Steta gave the 
initial presentation 

The presentation focused 
on the process and benefits 
of creating a Brand 

All three experts in 
intellectual property 
answered questions from 
the audience

Around 30 persons attended the event 
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becomes not just necessary, but imperative. 
There are, nevertheless, many companies and 
service providers that have not sought legal 
protection of their brands. In most cases, fail-
ure to protect a trademark is due to ignorance 
or poor advice in the matter.

While explaining these concepts and legal 
procedures, all three panellists described 
some situations where each type of brand may 
encounter legal problems. It was particularly 
valuable for attendees that they shared real 
examples of cases involving the use of trade-
marks. The information provided aimed to 
prevent companies from incurring any of the 
three most common legal procedures related 
to brands: expiry, invalidity and infringement.

To close the presentation, the speakers talked 
about the use and benefits of a trademark: 
Who can use a trademark? What benefits does 
using a trademark have? How to effectively 
use a trademark Following the presentations, 
speakers took questions from the audience. 
This Q&A session was long and wide-rang-
ing, and included discussions on the process 
for trademarks renewal, changes in logo and 
name, recommended procedures to verify the 
continued use of a brand, registration of pro-
cedures, methods, phonemes and phrases, 
the relationship between trademark registra-
tion, legal business registration and copyright 
and recommendations in cases of unfair com-
petition and deceptive practices.

On the 11th of March, the Chamber, in collabo-
ration with Eurocam and Chamber member 
Santamarina & Steta, hosted a breakfast-
conference on the importance of branding. 
We welcomed Lic. José Pablo Pérez Zea, Lic. 
José Alfredo Vaca and Lic. Daniel Legaspi, all 
partners at Santamarina and experts in intel-
lectual property, licensing and trade registra-
tion and protection.

The presentation began with an explanation 
of basic concepts such as branding, types of 
brands, other products that can be registered 
under the laws of intellectual property –trade 
names and appellations of origin, for exam-
ple–, the classification of services and prod-
ucts, and licensing the use of a brand. They 
also detailed the process to carry out a suc-
cessful trademark registration in Mexico and 
other countries. A brand –as Lic. Pérez Zea 
said– is the most valuable intangible asset 
any company has. Therefore, their protection 
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The panel comprised three women who are 
more than familiar with the subject at hand: 
Teresa Fernández, Delegate of Corporación 
Mondragón; Emma Albadalejo, Communica-
tions, Marketing and Corporate Responsibility 
Director at INDRA, and Luz Adriana Ramírez, 
General Director of VISA Mexico. Joana Tor-
rents, General Director of the Spanish Cham-
ber of Commerce, moderated the discussion.

Among the discussed topics was the idea of 
a female leadership. All the panellists agreed 
that relevant differences between the way 
men and women manage their teams exist 
saying the latter tend to be more flexible, in-
clusive and consider the need for balance be-
tween the professional and personal lives of 
their employees. All of these characteristics 
embody innate female qualities that would 
be beneficial both in the business and public 
environments were women to be considered 
more for decision-making positions.

Another topic the panellists felt strongly about 
was the idea of quotas in executive commit-
tees. The general opinion was that quotas 
should be applied to the public sector, encour-
aging women to take part in government posi-
tions and changing habits in the society. 

However, they should not be applied in busi-
ness since personnel need to be hired on tal-
ent independently of their gender.

To conclude the discussion, Joana Torrents 
asked the panellists to give their final remarks. 
All three gave recommendations to women as 
individuals and to companies and organisa-
tions. To the first, they asked no to give up 

before you them even begin to fight; to the 
second they asked to take the needs of women 
into consideration, and to the organizations, 
they asked them to promote gender equality 
within their ranks by creating groups or com-
mittees dedicated to discussing the issues 
women face in business.

At the end of the event the audience (essen-
tially made up of women) was encouraged to 
join the debate. Topics included the attitude of 
Mexican men towards a female boss, female 
entrepreneurs and personal experiences with 
gender inequality. 

Every year on the 8th of March, countries 
around the world commemorate International 
Women’s Day. This date is largely celebrated 
either by congratulating the “most beautiful 
creatures on Earth” on their day and shower-
ing them with gifts, or by making snide com-
ments about how come men do not get a day 
of their own. 

However, International Women’s Day is actu-
ally a platform to raise awareness on gender 
inequality issues and empower women. This 
year the theme was “Make it Happen” and the 
aim was to encourage effective action for ad-
vancing and recognising women.

In honour of this day, on the 11th of March, the 
British Chamber of Commerce, in collaboration 
with Eurocam, the Mexico-China Chamber of 
Commerce, the Nordic Chamber of Commerce, 
ANZMEX and the German Centre, hosted a 
cocktail-conference entitled “Women in Mexi-
can Top Management”.

 



Jorge Wolpert Kuri, Undersecretary 
for Urban Development and Housing 
Policy at the Ministry of Agrarian, 
Territorial and Urban Development 
(SEDATU).

JThe event took place at the 
Camino Real Hotel

Edmundo Gamas Buentello, General Director at 
the Mexican Institute for Infrastructure Develop-
ment (IMEXDI).

Following the presentations, Mr. Wolpert took 
several questions from the audience.
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Afterwards, he explained the main problems 
that Mexico City and, in general, other large 
cities face as a consequence of rapid urban 
growth. The main problem –he said– is poor 
urban planning and investment criteria. While 
88.3% of federal public investments are aimed 
at road infrastructure, only 7.4% is invested 
for Housing and community services and only 
3.1% in public transport. Moreover, only 0.8% 
of federal investment goes to planning and de-
velopment of urban and rural areas and barely 
1% is aimed at environmental protection. Af-
ter a general explanation of the lack of urban 
planning, he detailed, based on graphs and 
schemes, problems like water availability, the 
expansion of urban borders, urban waste man-
agement, car use, air quality and inequality in 
housing conditions. 

Finally, he explained 12 particular initia-
tives the Mexican government is developing 
to achieve what he calls “sustainable urban 
consolidation”. These actions provide specific 
solutions to promote sustainable development 
in the existing cities. As he explained, pri-
vate investments are always required –and 
desired– for these initiatives and projects. It 
is the combined efforts of government and 
private investors that can effectively mitigate 
these problems and achieve proper urban mod-
els. His conclusion was short and resounding: 
sustainable and resilient development is pos-
sible. For this to happen, there is a strong need 
of coordinating the entire urban sector in order 
to establish appropriate actions, to amend cur-
rent legislation and to make public and private 
investment more efficient.

After Mr. Wolpert’s presentation, Edmundo 
Gamas spoke about best practices in the UK 
in the management of infrastructure develop-
ment. He based his presentation on a research 
funded by the UK Prosperity Fund. First, he ex-
plained that the UK has established, within the 
Ministry of the Treasury, an institution called 
Infrastructure UK (“HM Treasury”). Its function 
is to assess the most important infrastructure 
projects in the country and to integrate the Na-
tional Infrastructure Plan, consisting of the 500 
projects with the highest evaluation. Its main 
responsibility is to coordinate and simplify 
planning and prioritisation of infrastructure 
projects and transitions to improve infrastruc-
ture investment in the UK. Step by step, Mr. 
Gamas explained how this institution works 
and its core activities. He also detailed the 
standards and principles that are taken into 
consideration when evaluating infrastructure 
projects.

Following the presentations, Mr. Wolpert took 
several questions from the audience related to 
topics such as private investment in waste and 
residue management, urban growth planning, 
reforms and amendments necessary to en-
courage investment in development projects, 
the relationship between SEDATU ant other 
government agencies as SCT, SHCP and local 
governments, among many others.

On the 25th of March, the Chamber, in col-
laboration with Eurocam, The British Embassy 
in Mexico, ANZMEX and IMEXDI, hosted a 
breakfast-conference on sustainable green cit-
ies. The focus was on investment opportuni-
ties in sustainable urban development. On this 
occasion we welcomed Jorge Wolpert Kuri, 
Undersecretary for Urban Development and 
Housing Policy at the Ministry of Agrarian, Ter-
ritorial and Urban Development (SEDATU), and 
Edmundo Gamas Buentello, General Director 
at the Mexican Institute for Infrastructure De-
velopment (IMEXDI).

Mr. Wolpert spoke first. As he explained, sus-
tainable urban development is the only way 
to achieve full economic development and to 
properly implement the structural reforms pro-
posed by President Enrique Peña Nieto. This 
issue is particularly relevant after the agree-
ments signed on urban development between 
Mexico and the United Kingdom following the 
President’s visit to the UK in March. He then 
explained why the Mexican government cre-
ated the SEDATU. This institution was created 
as a required national action to control urban 
sprawl as well as promoting the consolidation 
of the existing cities. Its main objective is to 
achieve smart and sustainable urban develop-
ment and avoid the negative effects on society, 
environment and economy Inadequate of un-
planned environment.



During the event, former Chamber 
President Chris Sladen made a 
presentation on the Chamber.

Alberto De la Fuente, Head 
of the Chamber’s Energy and 

Environment Business 
Sector Group.

The meeting took place in Aberdeen on 
the 5th of March 2015.
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Saint George travelled to Libya. When he 
arrived there he found it had a large pond, 
almost as big as a lake, where a ferocious 
dragon lived. The dragon was terrorising the 
country and, every day, the people had been 
feeding the dragon a sheep to appease it. 

When the sheep had all gone, the dragon had 
demanded that the people sacrifice a young 
maiden to him each day. Saint George found 
that all the young girls had now been killed 
and only the King of Egypt’s daughter was 
left. Unless a knight could be found to slay the 
dragon, the princess would be sacrificed the 
next day. The King of Egypt had promised his 
daughter’s hand in marriage to the knight who 
could overcome the terrible dragon. 

Saint George was determined to save the prin-
cess, and the next day he rode out to the lake. 
When he arrived, he found the princess there, 
waiting to be fed to the dragon. Saint George 
sent her home to the palace and approached 
the dragon’s cave.
 
When the dragon heard Saint George’s horse 
approaching, he came out of his cave and 
roared at him. The dragon was huge and its 
roar sounded like thunder, but Saint George 
was not afraid. He struck the monster with his 
spear, but the dragon’s scales were so hard 
that the spear simply broke into pieces. 

Saint George fell from his horse but did not 
give up. Instead, he rushed at the dragon and 
used his sword to slay it under its wing where 
there were no scales. The dragon fell dead at 
Saint George’s feet.
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The British Chamber of Commerce would like to 
welcome our new members of March 2015!

On becoming a Chamber member you will be join-
ing over 330 members covering more than 10 differ-
ent industries. We hold regular events every month 
so you have the opportunity to network and observe 
high-level speakers and panellists from both the 
British and Mexican public and private sectors. As 
well as hosting events, we also offer you a wide 
range of access and information services. 

In addition, every month you will receive a newslet-
ter keeping you updated with various events and 
articles relating to British and Mexican business. 
Members also have the opportunity to share rel-
evant news and advice with readers.

Yet again I would like to thank you for becoming 
part of the Chamber and we hope to see more fu-
ture members very soon.

Best wishes,
Teresa De Lay
Director General 
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Heard about 
A4B?

A4B (Adverts for Business) is a new programme of Marketing 
opportunities designed for Companies keen on advertising in our 

new bulletin. Should you be interested in this new programme do 
not hesitate to contact María Santarini or Alberto Robinson at 

msantarini@britchamexico.com or arobinson@britchamexico.com 
for further details. 

A4B is BCC, the Best, Cheapest and Captivating way to advertise! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The United Kingdom is recognized as a worldwide 
leader in energy and environmental issues, providing 
the entire planet with best-of-their-class services 
ranging from exploration and production of oil fields 
to development of affordable renewable energies. 
Mexico, in turn, is one of the world’s most important 
oil producers and has a renewable energy capacity 
akin to Saudi Arabia’s fossil fuel potential.
Even though both countries have different energy 
industry formats, they face similar challenges which 
should be confronted by the sharing of knowledge 
and expertise.

On 28th May the Chamber’s Energy and Environment 
Business Sector Group, alongside the Embassy 
hosted an energy seminar in which our speakers 
discussed the challenges of Mexico’s national en-
ergy strategy, the possible depletion of oil reserves 
both in Mexico and the UK and how to face them 
followed by a technological point of view from an 
International Oil Company.

This seminar was conducted by Carlos Federico 
Petersen y Von Bauer, Undersecretary of Energy 
Planning and Technological Development, Leonardo 
Beltrán, General Director of Information and Energy 
Studies (both from the Energy Secretariat), Doug 
Cook, Senior Policy Advisor at the UK Department of 
Energy and Climate Change, and José Bravo, Chief 
Scientist in the area of physical separations of Shell.
 The attendees listened to Mr. Petersen’s views on 
Mexico’s energy strategy, its need to become more 
environmentally friendly instead of focusing com-
pletely on fossil fuels, as it does now. The undersec-
retary also spoke about the importance of education 
for the future of the Mexican energy strategy, how 
the development of human capital able to deal with 
today’s issues, such as climate change, and capable 
of working towards sustainable development can 
contribute greatly to Mexico’s energy strategy.

This seminar was conducted by Carlos Federico 
Petersen y Von Bauer, Undersecretary of Energy 
Planning and Technological Development, Leonardo 
Beltrán, General Director of Information and Energy 
Studies (both from the Energy Secretariat), Doug 
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